The form of the tunkou is typical. These collars are often found on liuyedao and yanmaodao but were frequently omitted from blades produced during the later Qing dynasty. Contrary to popular belief, the tunkou is not related to the habaki on Japanese sabers and daggers, which performs a similar function.
Rather, the shape of the tunkou indicates that it is a direct descendant of collars on backswords and sabers made by various Inner Asian peoples during the Middle Ages (see Figure 4) . 21 The flaring pommel with radiused end on this and many other peidao is also a 
